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CENTENNIAL BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

Warminster, Pennsylvania 

 

MINUTES of COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

HELD October 26, 2021 

 

1. WELCOME 

1.1 CALL TO ORDER (Mrs. Crossan) 

A Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Centennial School Board was held October 26, 2021 

in the Board Room at the Administration Building.  The meeting was called to order by Mrs. 

Crossan at 7:03 p.m. 

1.2 ROLL CALL (Mrs. Crossan) 

 

The following Board members were present:  Christopher Berdnik, Mary Alice Brancato, Patti 

Crossan, Andrew Dixon, Shelley Eilenberg, Flemming Godiksen, Charles Martin.   

 

Jon Panofsky was absent. 

 

Michael Lydon participated via a phone connection. 

 

The following Administrative members were in attendance at the meeting:  Dr. Dana Bedden, 

Tom Greenwood, Melissa Bolden, Anthony Gabriele, Dr. Dennis Best, Robert Whartenby, 

Karen Pressler.   

 

1.3 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (Mrs. Crossan) 

 

Mrs. Crossan led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

1.4 ANNOUNCEMENTS (Mrs. Crossan) 

 

None 

 

1.5 PUBLIC COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS (Mrs. Crossan) 

 

Jerica Rogers, community member, spoke about mask wearing in schools and medical exemption 

forms.  Kristen Kirschner, community member, spoke about the interviews that were held for the 

vacant School Board seat and the selection process.  Lauren McRae, community member, asked 

about field trips for students and whether they are allowed. Chris Spadea, community member, 

spoke about religious exemptions with regard to vaccinations for teachers and staff.  Joan Twigg, 

community member, read statements she had gathered from parents.  Heather Zychal, 

community member and employee, asked about vaccinations, religious exemptions and safety in  

schools.  Tiffanie Budnick, community member and employee, read information from EEOC 

guidelines regarding religious beliefs and religious discrimination.  Alan Sable, community 

member, spoke about the replacement of Mr. Miller on the Board.  Mr. John Vellucci, 
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community member, spoke about religious exemptions.  Keary Sellers, community member, 

spoke about religious exemptions.  Stacey Hill, community member, spoke about an IEP meeting 

for her son, tutors for students, and parent concerns presented to the Board. 

 

Dr. Bedden stated he wanted to make it clear that no one in this district was required to be 

vaccinated.  With regard to field trips, Dr. Bedden said Dr. Best has approved all field trip 

requests that he received.  Dr. Bedden asked for it to be noted that Centennial has hired a larger 

number of mental health staff on our team this year to help our students.    

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  

 

Mrs. Eilenberg read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

2.1 Approves the October 26, 2021 Committee of the Whole agenda, as per the attached.   

 

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 2.1 as listed above.  

At this time a member of the public shouted out and said why were there no responses to  

questions from the community.  Mrs. Crossan said we would get back to each person who had 

filled out a green card.  Dr. Bedden also explained that someone would get back to everyone.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mrs. Eilenberg read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

3.1  Approves the personnel agenda, including resignations, authorization to employ, leaves of 

absence, change of status, mentors and co-curricular addition as per the attached (Mrs. 

Eilenberg) 

 

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 3.1 as listed above.  

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 7-1, with Mrs. Brancato opposed. 

 

3.2 Approves the continued regular scheduling of police coverage at Centennial School District 

Board meetings as warranted based upon identified health and safety concerns. (Mrs. Eilenberg) 

 

Motion by Shelley Eilenberg, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 3.2 as listed above. 

Mrs. Crossan noted that it has cost the district nothing to have the police here.  She also said 

there are some community members who are not coming to Board meetings because they do not 

feel safe.  Mr. Martin said the public has just expressed their comments passionately and he did 

not see any problem with it.  He said people are not afraid to come to the meetings and he does 

not see the necessity of having the police here at our meetings.  One phone call would get the 

police here and he asked who makes the decision about whether or not this is a safety issue.  
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Mrs. Crossan said it is a preventive measure to have the police at our meetings.  Mrs. Brancato 

expressed her concern that having the police here is taking away from the protection of 

Warminster Township.  Mr. Godiksen said we have not had the police here prior to the August 

17 meeting at Davis Elementary School and there should be no need for it now. 

A roll call vote was taken and the results are as follows:  Mr. Martin, No; Mr. Lydon, Yes; Mr. 

Berdnik, Yes; Mrs. Brancato, No; Mr. Dixon, Yes; Mrs. Eilenberg, Yes; Mr. Godiksen, No; Mrs. 

Crossan, Yes. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 5-3, with Mr. Martin, Mrs. Brancato and Mr. Godiksen 

opposed.   

 

4. PRESENTATIONS 

 

4.1 Education Committee Presentations (Mr. Godiksen) 

 
  EDUCATION COMMITTEE PRESENTATIONS 

4.1(a) Pacchioli Path Dr. Best 

4.1(b) Biotech Program - ExcitED  Mr. Jayo and Mr. Beal 

  

 4.1(a)  Dr. Best spoke about the request to honor Lou Pacchioli, former William Tennent High 

School athletic director, who served for over 14 years.  Dr. Best explained the timeline, with the 

unveiling ceremony planned for Spring 2022.   

 

Mr. Dixon left the meeting at 7:54 p.m. and returned at 7:56 p.m. 

 

Mrs. Brancato left the meeting at 7:56 p.m. and returned at 8:02 p.m. 

 

4.1(b) Mr. Ignacio Jayo, WTHS science teacher, reviewed the high school partnership programs 

and the impact on student and teacher growth.  Mr. Steve Beal, WTHS science teacher, spoke 

about his Genetics and Biotechnology class.  Dr. David Garbe from PA Society of Biomedical 

Research, said his mission is to educate the public about the importance of biomedical science, 

and spoke about his work mentoring students.  Mr. Jayo explained the PA Department of Labor 

School to Work grant and responded to questions from Mrs. Crossan, Mr. Godiksen and Mr. 

Dixon.  Mr. Jayo and Dr. Best responded to Mrs. Eilenberg’s questions.     

  
5. EDUCATION/PUPIL SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 

5.1 Items Presented for Information (Mr. Godiksen) 

 

None 

 
5.2 Items Presented for Approval (Mr. Godiksen) 

 

At the request of Mr. Martin, item 5.2(d) was pulled from this portion of the consent agenda for a 

separate vote. 

 

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolutions: 
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Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 
  
  

  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  
EDUCATION/PUPIL SERVICES COMMITTEE - 

ACTION ITEMS 

5.2(a) X     X   

Approves the 2021/2022 renewal of the Microsoft Agreement 

with the Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22; district cost 

not to exceed $64,874.53. 

5.2(b) X   X     
Approves the purchase of Incident IQ for the 2022/2023 

school year; district cost not to exceed $13,251.39. 

5.2(c) X   X     

Approves the scope of work with Tritt-Schell Consulting 

Services for e-Rate Application Services for the 2021-2022 

school year; district cost for Category 1 is $7,500.00 and for 

Category 2 is $3,000.00 plus 3.5% of the committed amount. 

5.2(d) X   X     

Approves a quote from Lerner Education to provide winter 

and summer Take-Home Book Packs for students in grades 

K-5 to encourage reading for fun and to help build home 

libraries; cost of $91,954.00 to be paid with ESSER funds. 

5.2(e) X   X     

Approves the amendment to the agreement with Hanover 

Research; district cost not to exceed $156,110.00 over three 

years. 
  

  

Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve items 5.2(a), 5.2(b), 

5.2(c) and 5.2(e), as listed above.  Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0.  
    

Mr. Godiksen read the following resolution: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 

 

  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  
EDUCATION/PUPIL SERVICES COMMITTEE - ACTION 

ITEMS 

5.2(d) X   X     

Approves a quote from Lerner Education to provide winter and 

summer Take-Home Book Packs for students in grades K-5 to 

encourage reading for fun and to help build home libraries; cost of 

$91,954.00 to be paid with ESSER funds. 

 

Motion by Flemming Godiksen, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve item 5.2(d) as listed 

above.  Mr. Martin said he looked at the listing of the books that are going to be sent home for  

students.  He asked that the program be revised so that there is a listing of books available for 

parents to choose which books they would like to have their children read at home.  Mr. Anthony 

Gabriele said the program is part of the district’s ongoing efforts to increase awareness and to 

help make sure all of our families are represented with a diverse collection of materials.   Mr. 

Martin said the majority was excluded from the list of books selected.  In response to Mr. 

Godiksen’s question about parent involvement, Mr. Gabriele said Lerner Education is providing 

pre-packaged packets and the company selected the titles.  Mrs. Brancato said it would be better 

if parents select the titles of  books their children would be reading.  Mr. Martin and Mrs. 

Brancato asked to have samples of the books available for the Board. 
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Motion by Charles Martin, second by Flemming Godiksen, to table item 5.2(d).   

A roll call vote was taken and the results are as follows:  Mr. Lydon, Yes; Mr. Berdnik, Yes; 

Mrs. Brancato, Yes; Mr. Dixon, Yes; Mrs. Eilenberg, No; Mr. Godiksen, Yes; Mr. Martin, Yes; 

Mrs. Crossan, No.   

Final Resolution:  Motion to table carries, 6-2, with Mrs. Eilenberg and Mrs. Crossan 

opposed. 

 

6. FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

6.1 Items Presented for Information (Mr. Berdnik) 

 
  FINANCE COMMITTEE - INFORMATION ITEMS 

6.1(a) Bucks County Intermediate Unit #22 Special Education Final Reconciliation 

6.1(b) Monthly PSDLAF Report 

   
Mr. Berdnik spoke about items 6.1(a) and 6.1(b). 

 

6.2 Items Presented for Approval (Mr. Berdnik) 

 

    APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  FINANCE COMMITTEE - ACTION ITEMS 

6.2(a) X   X     

Approves the agreement with the Bucks County Intermediate 

Unit #22 to coordinate the District’s required Homestead 

Exclusion notices in December 2021 at a cost not to exceed 

$.741 per parcel. 

6.2(b) X   X     Adopts the 2022/2023 Budget Development Calendar. 

  
  

Motion by Christopher Berdnik, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve items 6.2(a) and 

6.2(b), as listed above.  Dr. Bedden asked the Board to be sure to read the calendar, because an 

additional meeting has been added on February 15 as a budget workshop session. 

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

     
 

7. OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

7.1 Items Presented for Information (Mr. Martin) 

   
None 

 

7.2 Items presented for Approval (Mr. Martin) 

 

Mr. Martin read the following resolutions: 

 

Be it resolved that the Centennial School District Board of School Directors: 
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  APPROVE  REJECT  NEW  RENEW  CHANGE  OPERATIONS COMMITTEE - ACTION ITEMS 

7.2(a) X     X   

Approves the annual renewal of the district's current vendor, 

Eurofins QC, to sample and test the pool water weekly at 

William Tennent High School; district cost not to exceed 

$8,295.00.  

7.2(b) X   X     
Approves the naming of the intersection of the walking paths 

at William Tennent High School Pacchioli Path. 

7.2(c) X   X     

Approves Quote 22-001 Parking Lot Light Fixture for the 

replacement of a parking lot light at Log College Middle 

School; district cost not to exceed $7,500.00 which is the 

deductible. Total cost for replacement is $13,323.00. 

7.2(d) X   X     

Approves, retroactively, the use of one bus and one driver for 

the Warminster Township Touch-A-Truck event on Saturday, 

October 23, 2021; district cost is $100.00. 
  

   

Motion by Charles Martin, second by Andrew Dixon, to approve items 7.2(a) through 

7.2(d), as listed above.  Mr. Whartenby responded to a question from Mr. Godiksen regarding 

the cost in item 7.2(a).   

Final Resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

8.1 The next meeting of the Committee of the Whole will be held Tuesday, November 23, 2021 

at 7:00 p.m. 

Motion by Andrew Dixon, second by Flemming Godiksen to adjourn the meeting.   

Final resolution:  Motion carries, 8-0-0. 

The School Board Meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m.    

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Mary Anne Robold 

       Board Secretary 
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